
   
 

 



Art at Home 
 

 
 
To think about cross-stitch is to think about 
art. 
Working on cross-stitch is interesting, 
relaxing, and sometimes can take away 
stress (like in my case).  
Cross-stitch is a manual art that my family 
has done for many years; it has been 
passed down from generation to generation. 
 
Some people usually do cross-stitch as a 
job to earn money and some people do it 
like a hobby or in their free-time. 
Cross-stitch is a wonderful art that can be 
done to add decoration to pillowcases, 
quilts, blankets, tablecloths, bath towels; 
pictures, and  even adornaments on 
clothes.  
 

 
 
When I was a child, my mom taught my 
sisters and I how to do cross-stitch and one 
of my first works was this townhouse. 
 

       
 

All of my family enjoys doing this kind of art 
and you do not need many tools to do this 
art. All you need is a needle, thread, and 
special fabric for cross-stitch. My last job 
that I am still working on is my daughter’s 
name. 

        
I hope to have more time to continue doing 
it and in the same way continue the 
tradition. 
 
By Maria Velazquez 
 

 
                Do It Yourself 
 
Making inventions can be a hobby and good 
way to put the brain to work. During my life, 
I’ve made several inventions. Some of them 
were 100% my creations and others I got 
ideas from videos or someone else, but I 
really love to work on projects in my free 
time using recycled articles like lumber, 
plastic, cardboard, metal (steel, aluminum, 
copper, etc.). 
 
In order to work on these projects tools are 
obviously required. I use tools such as a 
welding machine, a metal cutter, a grinder, 
a vise, a drill, a riveter, and other tools. 
Remembering that safety is first, I wear a 
pair of safety glasses, one glove on each 
hand,  a welding mask, a pair of boots, and 

 



other protective clothing. Sometimes we 
need to improve or invent ways to finish 
projects, but it’s amazing when you see the 
results. And it’s even more amazing when 
you receive compliments about your work.  
  
One of my hardest projects is a bench that I 
made with original parts of a Chevrolet. 
I used a tailgate, a bumper, two tailgate 
lights, two mufflers, a leaf spring, and a 
license plate.  
 
I’ve worked on many other inventions using 
horseshoes (steel and aluminum) like a Sheriff, 
a keyholder, a tow hitch, several photo 
frames, cats, dogs, crabs, dinosaurs, and 
more.  
 
Here are some of my inventions: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

By Laurentino Sanchez 

 

 

Self-Expression  
 

Garden styles  
in the world 
 
There are various garden styles in the 
world, but the garden styles in the world are 
largely separated into two parts. 
One of them is called the “Landscape style 
garden”. This garden style makes the most 
natural scenery and expresses the 
magnificence of nature a limited area. This 
style of garden is designed to show a 
natural appearance with as few hands as 
possible. 

 



This English garden is the most typical 
example.  

 

The other is the “formal garden”. A formal 
garden has a clear structure, geometric 
shapes, and in most cases a symmetrical 
layout. 
The typical formal garden style is 
surrounded by trees, and has a central axis 
to emphasize the depth and the spread of 
flower beds, lined trees, walkways, 
fountains, and ponds. 
Among them, the flower bed is the biggest 
feature. Beautifully cut trees called topiary 
are arranged in a regular design to create a 
geometric pattern. 
French and Italian gardens are examples of 
this type.  
 
In garden design, the formal garden is said 
to be the opposite of the landscape garden. 
However, lately many gardens have been 
built that incorporate both of these designs. 

The traditional Japanese garden is a 
landscape style garden. In the composition 
of a Japanese garden, it is common to 
make use of the ups and downs of the land 
or build a mountain around the pond, 
arrange garden stones and plants as natural 
stones, and create a view that can be 
admired every season. 
 
The characteristic thing in a Japanese 
garden is to imagine an ideal landscape 
from the point of view and religion of its 
owner.  

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geometry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symmetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape_garden


This garden style has been used in royal 
palaces, castles, and temples, but in recent 
years, they are widely used in the gardens 
of ordinary homes. If you plan to create a 
new garden, I would like you to be 
interested in these garden styles. 
 
By Mayumi Furuichi  

 

 

Passion in the Story 

 
 
I know some people like to dance not 
because they are good dancers, but 
because they want to call themselves 
dancers. They like to dance not because 
they love dance, but because they like to 
wear fashionable clothes to call themselves 
unique. 
 
Being a dancer is easy, but being an 
interpretive dancer is not easy.  Interpretive 
dance tells a story through the dance. When 
we say interpretive dance, it’s not about a 
style of dancing. When I watch a couple do 
an interpretive dance about their love story, 
I can say that this type of dancing is hard 
because I can see their love and pain 
through their eyes, This is more than just 
being able to dance. It’s important to put 
some emotions and feelings into every 
single movement of your body, and to make 
the dance more meaningful and emotional, 
you need to pick the right song too. 
 

Based on my own experience of being a hip 
hop dancer, I know that interpretive dance is 
not a joke. I have competed in many dance 
competitions in my country, and  know how 
to dance in many styles like tap, hip hop, 
tango, and salsa, but sad to say, I don’t 
know how to perform an interpretive dance. 
If you’re planning to dance this type of 
dance, make sure that you put some time 
and patience into every moment. 
 
By John Abelon 
 
 

Cultural Art 

 
Faberge Eggs 

 
 
Jeweler Peter Faberge was born in Russia. 
He created a small wonder of the world-- a 
"Faberge Egg". 
 
A Faberge egg is an enamel egg from two 
to five inches high made from materials 
such as three-colored Gold to Rock Crystal. 
They are decorated  with precious stones 
like emeralds, pearls  and diamonds. You 
can open the egg, and Inside it could be 
some surprise made of gold and gemstone. 
The jeweler took one to two years to 
complete each egg. Faberge made 
about 50 eggs and only 43 were kept. 
 

 



The first egg was ordered by a Russian 
Emperor for his wife as an Easter gift in 
1885. 
 
The most expensive of all Faberge 
creations was the egg “Winter” which opens 
in two parts to show a platinum basket filled 
with the first blossoms of spring growing out 
of a moss. The flower petals are fashioned 
of white quartz embellished with green 
garnets and the moss is made of twisted 
gold wire.  
 
Currently, three gorgeous Imperial Easter 
eggs and the composition 
"Lilies-of-the-Valley Basket" are at an 
exhibition at The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York. NY  

 
One of the most 
notable Mexican art 
expressions. By Patricia Garcia 
 

México is a place full of culture and 
incredible art expressions that come from 
its indigenous groups. There are more than 
65 ethnicities. Groups preserve their ancient 
heritage through costume, language, 
traditions, and of course art. One of the 
most notable is the Wixárika art where 
everything created has a religious purpose, 
a laborious technique, and amazing color.  

 
Wixárika’s art creates at the same 

time a functional, but mainly sacred object. 
Everything that this group makes is used as 
an offering to their gods. The work and 
design of every piece requires their 
agreement. For example, some of their 
popular representations are the Blue Deer, 

the Eagle, the Peyote and the Jaguar, and 
other worshiped symbols. 

 
In addition, their pieces are not only 

religious objects, but they are also 
complicated productions in terms of 
technique. They create two types of objects 
sculptures, and wooden tables. The process 
in both cases is to cover the wood with a 
natural glue produced by bees called 
Campeche Wax. Then they paste, by hand, 
thousands of tiny, round and colorful glass 
pieces or little colored strings piece by 
piece. Some of these creations can take 
years to finish. 

 
Finally, the last characteristic of this 

notable art is that every artifact is full of 
color and beauty that comes from their 
ritual to communicate with their deities by 
eating a cactus plant called Peyote that 
causes them hallucinations and they take 
the colors of their visions to infuse them in 
every sculpture or table designed. 

 

The religious foundation, intricate 
technique, and colorful beauty in every 
Wixarika piece, makes their art one of the 
most notable examples of art in México. A 
jewel of Mexican culture that offers these 
magical creations has been preserved for 
hundreds of years to be enjoyed. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Famous Artist 
 

Mexican Ballet Star 
Isaac Hernández 

 
Isaac Hernandez is a Mexican ballet dancer 
who was born in Guadalajara, Jalisco. 
México. He is the first Mexican dancer that 
won a prestigious award of the dance in 
Russia, the “Prix  Benois of the Dance’’ . It 
is  called the  “Oscar” of dance.  
  
Isaac is part of family with eleven siblings. 
His father was a ballet dancer. He made the 
decision not to send their children to school 
because he thought the education in México 
was not proficient, so they taught their 
children at home. They taught subjects like 
science, math, geography, social science 
and English. 
 
The beginning of  Isaac Hernandez  as a 
dancer started on the patio of his house,  a 
bar of wood on the wall, and some plywood 
on the floor. Isaac started to practice ballet 
at nine years old, though he said that his 
beginnings were difficult because his 
parents had to look for money for him to 
continue his ballet classes.  
 

Isaac worked very hard for many years. 
That was the way he might go forward. The 
American Ballet Theatre gave him a 
scholarship to study in New York at age 11. 
With the passage of the time, Isaac wanted 
to go to Europe.  Going there, he was hired 
by the  English National Ballet in London. 
 
Isaac Hernández feels very proud to be the 
first Mexican ballet dancer in the world. He 
is continuing to educate the Mexican society 
because México is not a country that 
practices that type of art. This ballet dancer 
wanted to be an influence on youth to 
practice the art of the dance. Barely 28 
years old, he has already become one of 
the best ballet dancers. 
 
He said at a conference;  “Everything that is 
today, tomorrow is no longer and everything 
you lose today cannot be recovered 
tomorrow.” “The art, the music, the painting, 
the poetry are the only proof of the 
existence of the humanity.” “ Ask yourself if 
the possibilities that you have is what you 
can achieve”.  
 
By Marisol Santoyo 
  
  

Effect of Art on Our Lives 

 

“Music is 
Essential 
for My 
Life” 

 Please click 
this link to see 

my video.  
I Love Music  

By Rosa Rocha 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12TxHUiy1V-oitBzYeSLtMVfoLJcewoYr/view?usp=sharing


Poetry & Short Story Contest 
Every year our students have the 
opportunity to practice writing and share 
their ideas, feelings, and creativity with each 
other through our poetry and short story 
contest. This year students wrote in three 
categories. Beginning ESL--Why I Like This 
School; Intermediate/Advanced ESL--My 
USA; and Adult Secondary Education--Life 
Lessons. 
 
We would like to thank all of the students 
who participated in this contest for their 
efforts and for sharing their work. It is not 
easy to do and we appreciate you.  
 
The judges for our contest were Alexia 
Castillo, Lizbeth Gregorio Aguilar, Maria 
Velazquez, Marisol Santoyo, Sosima Morales, 
Valeria Rojas, and Araceli Maupin. We 
thank them for their time and the 
consideration that they gave each story and 
poem. 
 
Our poetry & short story reading was hosted 
by Guadalupe Lopez and organized and 
emceed by teacher Yvonne. Guests 
including students from the morning classes 
of Vicky, Robert Paden, Gloria, Lupe, and 
Yvonne and members of our school staff 
enjoyed the reading, music, coffee, ethnic 
food, and snacks that were part of the 
event.  
 
Below you will find the 
first, second, and grand 
prize winners’ poems 
and stories for your 
enjoyment. 
 

Contest Winners 
 

Grand Prize Poetry 
Life is Hard  By John Carlo Abelon 
Life is tough that’s what they say, 

But they don’t know what it’s like every day 

To wake up in the morning and go to school 

Just so people can test you and prove you’re a fool 
 

Then comes the pressure from your mom and dad 

Who are so clearly disappointed that your grades are bad 

You are punished and picked on for the rest of the year 

Because you finally gave up on the future career 
 

That was once so close, but is now so distant 

However your teachers and parents are still insistent 

It’s hard enough getting up and going to class  

Without the pressure and expectation that you have to 

pass 
 

The worst part, however is not that you're a 

disappointment 

It’s the permanent, never-ending embarrassment 

Of always failing and coming last 

Of never being good enough, your confidence dropping 

fast 
 

Everyone else seems to be doing just fine 

Their parents are all proud, unlike mine 

Honestly i can’t think of a worse place than this 

When in reality it’s made out to be somewhere we 

shouldn’t miss  
 

i won’t miss it.  i’ll be glad to leave 

Five years wasted because failure is all i ever received. 

i know it’s my fault and that I’m the one to blame 

I gave up so early on because i was ashamed. 

 

To my family, I’m failure and I’m failure to myself 

Everyone’s high expectations only damage my health 

If i ever have kids i will always try 

To make sure the fear of failure is not the reason they ever 

cry 
 

People need to understand schools are not that cool and 

fun as they say 

Because some of us don’t fit in, although we wish we 

could. 

 



Grand Prize Story 
 

Being Brave  By Patricia Garcia 
 

Daniel, lived in Sun City, in a very long and 
crowded street full of kids, he was the most 
skilled kid of his age. With only thirteen years 
old, he had practiced all kind of games and 
sports. He used to be good on any new thing he 
tried, like bikes. Nobody in the street could 
make similar tricks or goes faster than Daniel. 
Since he was ten, he dreamed with riding a 
motorcycle, and he decided to save all his 
allowance and when he would be 18 years old, 
he was convinced on buying a moto like his 
uncle Bobby’s. 
  
Uncle Bobby was the brother of Daniel’s 
mother; he used to be the mailman in the 
neighborhood. He was a very shy but kind man. 
He had lost his family in an accident, since then, 
he never wanted to drive a car again. Every 
person that met him, knew that before he 
started in that job, he was scared to death 
thinking on riding a motorcycle, but with the 
time he really enjoyed it even let him forget and 
gave him some kind of relief. When he rode, he 
felt a great sensation of freedom, until the point 
to decide left his job to go travel for the world. 
From time to time, he just to stop at Daniel’s 
house to say hello to his family and share with 
them all type of amazing stories. 
  
For Daniel, the visit to his uncle was the best 
thing that can happen, he waited for it the 
whole year. He always thought that probably 
with some luck, this time uncle Bobby could let 
him ride his motorcycle. Every time Uncle 
Bobby arrived, it was the same scene, as soon 
as his uncle stopped at the door, he was just 
getting off of his bike… and Daniel couldn’t wait 
and scream at him: 
  
- “Hello, uncle! Can I ride your 
motorcycle this time?” 
  

- “Daniel, Don’t you get tired asking the 
same? You already know my answer” 
  
- “Yeah, yeah…” Daniel disappointed 
whisper 
  
- Can I…? -He insist 
  
- Uncle Bobby always answered, “Ride a 
motorcycle, like other things in life, require one 
thing: be brave”. 
  
- “Uncle: I am not afraid of anything.” 
  
Uncle Bobby went inside the house, and Daniel 
stayed in front of the motorcycle, he looked it 
convinced he was ready, he was sure that he 
was brave! So, he just got on it, he pulled the 
throttle and he could feel the motor’s roar, he 
pulled again and he drove out the house.  
 

Almost without realizing, he was already at the 
highway, Daniel had mixed emotions, the 
sensation it was indescribable, “Finally I am 
riding a motorcycle”- He cried.  He felt 
invincible, he sang aloud, at the same time he 
raised his voice, he went faster. The wind was 
blowing his hair, he felt powerful, he kept 
accelerating…he felt like everything disappear 
for a moment… 
  
The silent and cold white walls bring back 
Daniel, he felt a lot of difficulties to move every 
single part of his body. He first tried to turn his 
head, then raised his arms, moved the point of 
his fingers, but the pain it was too intense. 
When he finally opened his eyes, his uncle was 
in front of him, “Everything hurt me, except 
leg”- Daniel said... his uncle look at him, and his 
eyes filled with tears, and he just could whisper: 
Remember when I told you that for doing some 
things in life you just need be brave? 
  
The doctor entered the room, where Daniel and 
his uncle were, and he just said: We are so sorry 
Daniel…we did everything but we couldn't save 
your leg… 
 

 



Daniel, raised his head hoping to find his leg, 
but his uncle stopped him and just say in 
Daniel’s ear: his uncle barely speak: “Being 
brave is not only, not being scared, be brave is 
about to have the courage to face 
consequences. “Daniel, I just can say, overcome 
today, it will make you stronger tomorrow,” 
said uncle Bobby. 
 

Daniel just closed his eyes again, and he started 
to sing the same song, he was singing when he 
was riding the motorcycle... 
 

Poetry 
Beginning ESL 
First Place 
Where I Am From   By Manuel Saavedra 
I am from Cerrito Colorado Michoacan, Mexico 
From a small and the smell of beautiful place 
From the taste of fresh weather 
 
I am from Salinas, California. 
From a  city of strawberries and the sound of caterpillar 
tractors. 
From Salinas people and hard-working people like 
me--working for 50 years. 
From Salinas Adult School--my last chapter. 
 
I am from weather of nice California. 
From the taste of seafood and the feeling of security. 
From a state of nice people and tourism entertainment. 
 
I am from the immigrant USA. 
From the country of happiness and the gift opportunities 
stability. 
From the taste of progressive and the sound of cultural 
diversity. 
I am from my very happy USA. 

 
Second Place 
Where I Am From 
by Regiane Dos Santos Gonzalez 
 
I am from Cajati, São Paulo, Brasil 

From a happy and receptive country where it welcomes 

people from other countries and the 

smell of wet land, bush, and flowers 

From the taste of mango, papaya, cabbage, salad and ice 

cream 

I am from Salinas, California. 

From a city of agriculture, and the sound of ambulance, 

airplanes and police. 

From very good people from different countries and cultures. 

 

I am from Salinas, California. 

From the taste of vegetables, hamburgers, grapes and the 

feeling of gratitude. 

From a state of organization and responsible people. 

 

I am from the great USA. 

From the country of opportunities, education,, work, future, 

and the gift of democracy. 

From the taste of opportunities and the sound of firefighters. 

I am from my beautiful and nice U.S. A. 

 

Adult Secondary Education 

Second Place 
Journey of Life     By Mayumi Furuichi 
 

New world 

New challenge 

New work 

New sport 

New all things 

Try to do something new 
 

Don’t be afraid to take a step 

Don’t be afraid to mistake 
 

If you don’t do anything, nothing’s gonna happen 

Courage to take a step forward 
 

Albert Einstein said 

“Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried 

anything new” 
 

Take a step forward 

You will be able to discover fantastic new worlds 

 

 
 

 



Short Story 
Beginning ESL 
First Place 
Why I Like this School    By Rouida Khazaal 
 

Hello. My name is Rouida. I am from Homs, 

Syria. My brothers still live in Syria. I speak 

Arabic. I have a husband and two sons. 
 

My husband and I came to Salinas three years 

ago. I was happy. I like Salinas. I didn’t speak 

English. I wanted to speak English. My sons saw 

the Salinas Adult School. They said, “Go to 

school, mama. Learn English, mama.” 
 

My son took me to school. I met Teacher Lupe. I 

like to speak English. I like talking English. I like 

writing English. I like my good teacher. I have 

good friends. We eat Thai, Chinese, Mexican, 

Salvadoran, and Arabic food in the break. I like 

reading in English. I like learning English. I like 

the celebrations. We celebrate Valentine’s Day, 

birthdays, Christmas, and Mother’s Day. We 

take pictures. I am happy in English school. 

 

Second Place 
Why I Like this School 
By Francisco Ayala 
 
Hi. My name is Frank Ayala. I am from 
Michoacan, Mexico. I came to Salinas in 2000. I 
started studying about two years ago, on and 
off. I work in the field picking strawberries, so I 
study when I have no work. 
 

I like this school because I came to learn English 
and to get a better job.  I like this school 
because I have a good teacher and I also have 
friends that can help me. I learn to speak 
English and I like this class because we have 
food at 10:30. 
 

I really enjoy eating and enjoying the company 
of my friends. Also we have games for learning 
to memorize words and to relax a little. I like 
the teacher, the books, and to write some 
stories. I also learn and the teacher tells us to 
say the words correctly. 
 

Intermediate/Advanced ESL 

First Place 
My USA by Beatriz del Carmen Cantero Mendoza 
 

Since I was a little kid and quite kid I always 

dreamt being a teacher. I was not practicing in 

front of other kids, instead I was reading and 

thinking how my class would look like. After my 

first day in the kindergarten, I had a very clear 

thought: I will be the happiest teacher. I guess 

as a kid one statement like that probably 

doesn’t have a big value, but I have heard my 

family and people in general said: “do what you 

love and you will never have to work.” 
 

My story continues with my love for dance. I 

have been practicing dance for more than 15 

years and in a lot of opportunities I have danced 

and lived in other countries. I remember the 

enthusiasm that I had about traditions and 

culture from other places, and as a resource to 

keep that learning I learnt English as a way to 

communicate with others. 
 

Thanks to the skills learned in foreign 

languages, I got a scholarship to study English in 

the United States. Wisconsin wasn’t a state I 

have been interested  before, but knowing that 

it would be my destination I started knowing it 

better. When the semester was done, I couldn’t 

be more in love of the lifestyle in the United 

States, since then, I wanted to have the 

experiences in a real context, not only as an 

exchange student I wanted to work and live in 

this wonderful country. 
 

 



After graduated from college, I knew that I 

would need to work at least three years in my 

country before to apply in an exchange program 

for teachers. So, I used that time to increase my 

teaching skills as well as my experience. At the 

end of my third year I applied to the program 

and I got a spot to teach Spanish in the United 

States, I couldn't be happier, nervous, and 

scared. 
 

Moreover, I was so excited about all the 

upcoming possibilities, but I was also afraid 

about moving to a new place for live and 

leaving all my comfort behind. The next months 

were a rush, I was working and getting ready to 

move far away. When the day arrived, I put the 

things that I thought I could need for the next 

year in my luggage, say bye to my family and I 

took a plane to my new destination. The 

adventure was in a new chapter with a huge 

upcoming number of activities and possibilities. 
 

Once I arrived, I confirmed that this was the 

place where I wanted to be and after a few 

months I was feeling happier than ever, I was 

having my dreaming job with an amazing staff, I 

have met some incredible, enthusiastic and 

hard worker people, and 

as a plus, I was living in 

the most beautiful area, 

the Monterey County 

have quite wonderful 

landscapes that take your 

breath away, with all this: how could I not be 

living the best version of myself? 
 

At the end, the teaching work began as a child 

dream, and through my different experiences it 

become real. Furthermore, it has given me a lot 

of different opportunities; nowadays every 

morning when I wake up and while I’m getting 

ready to go to work I feel this indescribable 

happiness, I am sure that I have reached my 

goals and I can start to set new ones. What is 

next? First, think in the future, because 

everything is possible. Second, the key is to find 

something that make you happy and in which 

you are good and finally but not least, work 

hard until your dreams become true. 
 

Second Place 
My USA by Karen Gudino 
 

My story begins in 1993 when my mom and dad 

decided live in Salinas, California. They were in 

love. 
 

I was born on January 27, I am the oldest of 6 

children. We lived in Salinas for four years, then 

go back to Mexico. 
 

When I was 9 years old I went back to Salinas 

and study in “La Joya Elementary School” only 

for three months; it was a good experience for 

me, I know a many friends and practice my 

English. Pass that three months I went back to 

Mexico again. 
 

Later I went back eventually, to work with my 

uncle in a farmer market in Los Angeles country, 

selling eggs and organic chicken. That was a 

great experience for me because I lost the fear 

of speaking English with the clients and same 

time I’m practice the language. 
 

In Los Angeles I visited many places, and also 

went to Disney, to Universal Studios and to Six 

Flags for the first time. 
 

After I went back to Mexico to study in the 

“Guadalajara University”. 
 

I hope to pass the time, I can learn to speak and 

write fluent English. And also validate my social 

working university degree in USA. 
 

I spent 10 years to return to USA and now I 

have 2 months living in Salinas. It’s weird back 

 



after a long time, but also I saw family that I 

didn’t see long time ago and I happy for that. 
 

Actually I’m working in Wendy’s and study in 

the Salinas Adult School to improve my 

speaking and writing. 
 

Adult Secondary Education 
Second Place 
An Exceptional Mother by Liliana Morales 
 

In a cold morning Tita was walking and thinking 
about her life. She doesn’t know what she 
wants. She was in the last year of high school 
and she needs to decide if she will study 
accounting or languages, but something doesn’t 
let her concentrate. Her older sister was going 
to have a baby. 
 

Tita was the youngest daughter in her family of 
seven. During years she was looking the 
problems in her family, and she decided that 
she doesn’t want to be married, and she will be 
with her parents forever. 
 

Her sister was a single mother, and another 
baby will be a big responsibility. Tita was very 
attached with her niece because they lived 
together. Sometimes Tita oversaw taking her to 
the preschool and pick her up. 
 

The months passed and Tita finished her high 
school, now she was ready to do to the college. 
She passed the test to enter to the accounting 
career and she was very happy for that. When 
she came back home, she received the news, 
her other niece was born. She was happy but at 
the same time she was worried because she 
was observed the difficulties that her sister had 
have trying to find a job. 
 

The time passed and it was difficult, the 
situation of her sister trying to find a job. Then 
her sister decided to emigrate to the United 
States. This situation will change Tita’s life 
forever. Titas mother was a kind and 
compassionate woman, but she was tired 

raising seven children. Tita noticed that and 
decided to help her mom to take care of their 
nieces. She started to take care of them, she 
was lovely person very dedicated in the care of 
the baby and her other niece. Every morning 
she prepare her oldest niece to take her to 
school, she came back to home to be ready to 
go to the accounting school. When she came 
home from school, she started to attend the 
baby and when the baby was quiet and calm, 
she started the homework. 
 

Over time she become the mother of the girls 
because her sister was constantly travelling. 
After ten years her sister Hilda came back to 
Mexico to stay permanently with her daughters, 
but she was sick and die. The girls grew up with 
Tita until they married. But for the girls Tita was 
an exceptional mother and a great woman. 
 

The title of mother is not only for the women 
who carry a baby for nine months in her belly, 
its for a woman who everyday works hard 
raising a kid with love and dedication. 
 

 

May 
 
Now--Whimsical World Art Show 
222 Main St., Salinas    5-8 PM 
Colorful, whimsical art.  

 

 

 



17-19 Carmel Art Festival 
Fri.,12-6 PM; Sat.,9AM--6PM; Sun., 
9AM-3PM Devendorf Park & 
Downtown Carmel 
Juried show with 60 plein air artists, sculpture, 
and music. 

19 Fiestas de Mayo 
Natividad Creek Park  10 AM-6 PM 
Bandas, folklorico, manualidades, artesanias, 
comida. 
 
Bands, baile folklorico, crafts, handicrafts, and 
food. 
 
20--Monterey Peninsula College 
Orchestra Concert 7:30-9:30 PM 
Morgan Stock Stage 
980 Fremont St., Monterey 
$10 adults/$5 youth & seniors. Contact 
831- 646-4213 or mpcboxoffice@mpc.edu  for 
tickets.  
Tchaikovsky Symphony #5; Beethoven 
“Emperor” Piano Concerto #5, and Max Bruch 
Concerto for Violin and Viola. 
 
21--Reflections on Salinas Chinatown 
Steinbeck Library 5:30-7 PM  
Hear local Asian artists and authors share about 
the Asian communities of Salinas. 
 
21--Jazz Concert 
Hartnell College    7-9 
PM 
Performing Arts Bldg. K 
College band plays spring 
concert.  
 
26--Family Film 
Cesar Chavez Library 2 PM 
Down on the Farm Rated TV-Y7 
  
27--Memorial Day Concerts 
Monterey City Hall Lawn  1-3:30 PM 
Gospel, pops, blue grass, orchestra, and choral 
performances focusing on pops, patriotic, and 

favorite American tunes. Bring a lawn chair and 
enjoy the music. 
 
27, May-8, Sept.  Mondays 9:00 AM 
Marina Century Cinemas 
Summer Movie Clubhouse $1/movie 
or $5 for ten movies punch card  
Kid-friendly movies. Check with the cinemas for 
the schedule and movies. 
 

June 
 
1--Maya Cares at Maya Cinema  10:30 AM  
Movie for people with disabilities who prefer 
softer audio, brighter lights, and kids’ based 
movies. People with special needs get in free 
and a caregiver enters for $3. This happens the 
first Saturday of every month. 
 
June/July--Kids Summer Series 
Maya Cinema  $1   Wed. 10:00 AM 
Movies for children. 
 
5--Twilight Concerts 
Esplanade Park  Capitola Village 
Every Wednesday in summer 6-8 PM 
Take a short beach chair or blanket and a 
jacket. 

See Concert Series for more concert details and 
also movies and art in the park. 

7--Free Art Shows   
1 Main St. (Steinbeck Center) 5-9 PM 
To All Mothers (paintings by youth); Surprised 
by Delight (drawings); and Salinas Valley: Past, 
Present and Future (photos, mixed media, 
maps, film, and displays) are part of the 
activities here for First Friday. 
 
My Museum will also present a pop-up museum 
called My Town designed to be experienced by 
young children. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:mpcboxoffice@mpc.edu
https://www.cityofcapitola.org/acc/page/2019-twilight-concerts-applications


7--First Friday 
Oldtown Salinas    5-9PM 
Music and art are featured in many galleries, 
businesses, and along the street during this 
monthly event. 
 

8--Field Sketching Wildflowers 
Garland Park Meeting Room 
700 Carmel Valley Rd.  12:30-4:30 
Learn basic techniques of sketching and 
painting wildflowers including field techniques, 
media, and sketching in nature. All skill levels 
welcome. Minors must be accompanied by an 
adult. This is part of the MPRPD Wildflower 
Show. Register at 
https://secure.rec1.com/CA/monterey-peninsula-regio
nal-park-district/catalog . 
 
20--Salinas Songwriters’ Competition 
Downtown Book & Sound 
213 Main St. 6:30 sign up & 7:00 Start 
If you write songs and would like to perform, 
sign up to be a member of the West Coast 
Songwriters and bring your lyric sheet for the 
judging panel. Non-members can sing too if 
there is time, but can’t win prizes. The prizes 
can be things like photo shoots, music gift 
cards, and recording time and a chance to 
perform in front of music professionals. 
Audience is welcome to these monthly 
competitions on the third Thursday of the 
month too.  Call 831-594-1799 for more 
information. 
 
101 Dalmations Play 
Ariel Theatre Oldtown 
Salinas   
21--7PM; 22-10 AM, 2 PM, 7 PM 
Adults $9, Seniors/Students $8/Kids $7 
A cruel woman wants to kill dogs to make a 
coat. Story of the rescue of the dogs.  

 

 ~Salinas Adult School~ 
Summer Classes  

Take a Class and 
Invite Your Friends

 

 

Calendar  2019 

Community Service Opportunities 
 
Relay for Life 
Salinas & Watsonville 
Help at this community event to raise money for 
the American Cancer Society, raise cancer 
awareness, and celebrate those who have or 
who have had cancer. To volunteer, go to 
https://www.cancer.org/involved/volunteer/sign-u
p-to-volunteer.html . 
 
Do Your Community Service at Our 
School  
Ask your HSD teacher what you can do to earn 
hours and help our school at the same time. 
 
Docents of Native Species 
Watershed Institute 4100 B St., Seaside 
Tuesdays      10:30 AM-12:30 PM 
Plant, develop, and care for native plants garden 
used for habitat restoration.  No experience 
necessary.  For more information contact the 
Return of the Natives at 
friends.of.ron@gmail.com  

 
Volunteer Day 
Thursdays         9 AM-4:30 PM  
Help Fort Ord National 
Monument and earn community 
service hours.  You can collect 
data on sheep and goats, do 
salamander research, pick 
weeds, collect native plant seeds, 
or work on habitat restoration 
among other projects. Follow the 

BLM signs on Lightfighter to the site.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://secure.rec1.com/CA/monterey-peninsula-regional-park-district/catalog
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__________________________________ 
 

Salinas Adult School 
 
HiSET Testing 
Thursdays, May 16  5:30-8:30 PM 
Fridays,  May 17    8:30-11:30 AM 
Tuesdays, June 11 & 18 8:30 AM-12 PM & 
12:30-4:00 PM  
Testing Center 
Pre-register in advance. Must be on time to test. 
 
NorthStar Computer Testing 
Monday, May 20  9-11 AM or make an 
appointment with Valeria in 
the Career Center. 
See your level of computer skill. 
 
Paraprofessional Tests 
Monday, May 20  1:00-3:00 PM 
Monday, June 10 1:00-3:00 PM 
Testing Center 
$32. Register in advance. Must be on time to 
test. 
 
GED & Pearson Vue Testing 
Tuesday, May 21   9 AM-2:30 PM 
Monday, June 3    1-4:00 PM 
Wednesdays, June 12 & 19  9 AM-2:30 PM 
 Testing Center 
Pre-register in advance. Must be on time to test. 
 
Childbirth Class (in English) 
Tuesdays in June 6-9 PM  $50 or $25 with 
MediCal card.  
This class covers pregnancy, labor & 
delivery, and newborn care.  Register in 
advance.  
 
 
Parent Center Art Class 
Thursdays in June  9AM-12PM  $30  
This class is for children 2-5 years old and their 
parents. Register in advance. 
 
 
 
 

 

Courses, Training & College 

 
POST Entry-level Law 
Enforcement Test Battery 
(PELLETB)    
Monday, June 3  8:30-11:30 AM 
South Bay Regional at MPC 
2642 Colonel Durham St., Seaside  $10 
The PELLETB is a timed, 2-1/2 hour 
multiple-choice and fill-in-the-blank test of reading 
and writing ability for candidates to qualify to enter 
the police academy. Test cannot be taken more 
than once in a 30-day period. You must be on time 
to test. Present a U.S. government-issued ID. 
Dates, times and locations can change without 
notice. Go to 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/post-pelletb-test-at-m
pc-101818-tickets-43942297595?aff=erelexpmlt to 
register for the test. For Physical Agility test 
(WSTB) information  click here to view dates and 
times. 
 
AED/CPR & First Aid   
Saturday, June 22 
AED/CPR  8 AM-12 PM and 
First Aid 1-4 PM 
Memorial Hospital Education 
Center 
611 Abbott St., Ste. 201 
Pinnacles 2 Conference Room 
AED/CPR is $75 including the 
book. Add First Aid for an extra $35. Call 
759-1890 for registration and information. 
 

Community Events 

Volunteering Events 
May 20-24    8AM-5PM 
Memorial Hospital  
Learn ways that you can volunteer at the 
hospital by dropping in at one of these events. 
Call 759-1890 for location. 
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Blood Drive 
Saturday, May 25  9 AM-5 PM  
Northridge Mall 
Donate blood to save lives. Contact mall office 
at 449-7227 or redcrossblood.org and use code 
NRMALL or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to schedule 
an appointment. Ask about Fast Pass to answer 
blood donation questions online and save you 
time.  Not sure if you can donate blood, call 
1-866-236-3276 and ask your questions. 
 
CPR/AED Awareness Week 
Saturday, June 1   9 AM-4:30 PM 
Monday, June 3     11 AM-4:30 PM 
Tuesday, June 4     1-3 PM 
Memorial Hospital  
These are 30 minute classes to learn the basics 
of CPR, AED, and choking first aid for adult, 
child, and infant. No certificate earned. Call 
759-1890 for registration and information. 
 
Walk with a Doc 
Saturday, June 8     9-10 AM 
Badger Hills Trailhead (Across from Toro 
Cafe on Hwy 68) 
Sponsored by Memorial Hospital. 
Topics: Stress & Anxiety Management 
For information contact 759-1890. 
 
Wildflower Show 
Saturday, June 8     10 AM-4 PM  
Garland Ranch Park--Carmel Valley 
700 W. Carmel Valley Rd. 
Wildflower display of flowers from various 
regional parks; guided walks; field sketching 
workshop. To learn more and register for the 
event call 831-238-3622 or visit mprpd.org 
Weather conditions may cancel the event. 

 

City Summer Activities 
Kick-Off Event 
Saturday, June 15     11 AM-3 
PM 
Central Park 
Family activities, performance, face 
painting, Wheelie Mobile, and other 

activities. 
 
 
 

 
Discover Marina Dunes Preserve 
Saturday, June 15     6:30-8:30 PM 
Marina Dunes Preserve 
Discover the Marina Dunes at sunset learning 
about the ecosystem including its plants and 
animals that must survive in this unique 
environment. This 2 mile hike is on sand with an 
elevation change of about 150 ft. Register at 
https://secure.rec1.com/CA/monterey-peninsula-
regional-park-district/catalog . 
 

Nest Watch 
Saturday, June 22     9 AM-12 PM 
Palo Corona Barn at 
Palo Corona Regional 
Park, Carmel 
Birding through 
grassland, forest, and 
along the ridgeline. 
50-200 ft. elevation 
change and 2-4 miles. 
Ages 13-Adult. Register at 
https://secure.rec1.com/CA/monterey-peninsula-
regional-park-district/catalog . 
 

Are you looking for summer activities 

for family members of all ages? 

The Salinas City Recreation & Libraries will offer 
many types of activities. Some examples include 
activities for preschoolers; reading; sports; free 
lunch; recreation activities for children, youth, 
and senior citizens; competitions; special events 
and more.  For information, click this link 
Summer Activity Guide . 
 
Salinas Farmers Markets 
Tuesdays at WIC  11 AM-4 PM 
Wednesdays  Natividad Hospital 11 AM-3:30 
Fridays  Memorial Hospital  12:30-5:30 PM 
Saturdays Gabilan & Main St.  9 AM-2 PM  
Get fresh vegetables, prepared food & more all 
summer long. 
 

 

https://secure.rec1.com/CA/monterey-peninsula-regional-park-district/catalog
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